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January, 1999 Top Cat's Monthly Newsletter 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Welcome the New Year 
Top Cats  

Our board will hold a special meeting on 
Wednesday, December 16th at 7:00 PM at the 
Knollwood Club House to review the proposed riding 
and events scheduled for 1999. If there are any topics 
to be included, please contact your friendly board 
member or join us then.. Also, additions, revisions, 
corrections and updates within reason will be permit-
ted. 

Do not forget, I am moving our January 5th 
meeting start time forward one hour to 6:30PM to 
accommodate the Curator (Jungle Jim) from the 
Woodfield Rainforest Café, who will bring a bird 
(called Peak-a-Boo) to O'Trainia's for a demonstra-
tion and talk about the rare and beautiful parrot like 
bird and the effects of losing our rain forest has on 
those birds. Feel free to bring friends, relatives and 
interested parties. The reason for the early start is 
because the bird must be returned by 8:00PM. Also, 
be aware that very cold and/or inclement weather 
MAY cancel this presentation. Our regular business 
meeting will start at 7:30PM as usual. 

For the February Meeting on the 3rd our 
Heating and Air Conditioning Team of George and 
Vincent will give a presentation. In following meet-
ings, during this coming year, I will arrange for busi-
ness related topics to be presented by members and 
non-members, such as, but not limited to Financial 
Investments, Accounting, Food Services, 
Chiropractic Services, Cigars, Snowblowing and any 
other topics of intersest. Suggestions are always wel-
come. 

Let me wish each and every one of you the 
Happiest of Holidays, however you may choose to 
celebrate them and a Very Happy and Safe Riding 
New Year. 

Here's to hoping the weather will still allow 
you to. 

RIDE FREE, 
your Pres, 
Ric 

Millennium Countdown 

Chicago Toys For Tots  
By Traveler 

In stark contrast to the Coats for the 
Homeless run, the annual Chicago Toys for Tots run 
had miserable weather but a great Top Cats' turn out. 

We met again at Dunkin D's on Dundee at 
8:00 am. By now, the owners of that place are begin-
ning to wonder what they have that draws these bik-
ers there. Bet your baffles it ain't the coffee. 

Nine of us, and one guy whose riding bud-
dies didn't show up across the street, were lead by 
Ric on less than an hours ride to the start point. 

While the sun was shining back in Palatine 
when we left, we encountered the beginning of an all 
- day rain before we arrived at the start point. 

At the start point, we sat in the rain for an 
hour and a half waiting for this ride to start. This 
part was almost more fun than the ride. Picture a few 
thousand bikers standing around in the rain, some 
drinking, some partaking of that "High Performance 
Tobacco", and most just pretending it wasn't raining. 

There was Ric,wearing what looked like a 
tarp from a semi truck. Carl Hart amazed everyone 
by putting his rain suit on all by himself. Man, we 
were proud of him. 

When it's dismal, drizzling, miserable, and 
gloomy, all you've got to do is hang around Vince 
O'Leary and his perpetually positive attitude and 
somehow it ain't so bad anymore. Come on 
Vince...get mad about something already! 

Ray Caprio, and Tom Eiseman were so wet 
that most of their body parts were shriveled. I'm 
talking about the visible body parts, now. 

Then there was the gal who gets my vote for 
co - rider of the year, Dar Lunde. She rode out with 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Ric Case (Pager: 708/276-7422) 847/363-1542 

Vice President 	George "Gray.  Ghost" Lax 
(glax@hotmad.com) 

847/438-5236 

Treasurer 	Jim Irvine 
(fghl35a@prodigy.com) 

847/381-3253 

Secretary 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatric 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

847/854-4137 

Founder 	CarrYwe Bender (auterzoLoom) 847/3812767 
(Mobile -Phone: 847/910-0432 

Past President 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (Rmann13@aol.com  708/750-4644 
(Pager: 847/537-6545) 

Director 	Sandra Vernon 
vern693@aol.com  

847/634-6402 

Director 	Vince O'Leary 
vincent104@aol.com  

847/438-4998 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 847/639-4009 

Editor 	Barry "Bear" Hulden 815/356-0023 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.vcicar.comitopeats.html 

NEXT MEETING: JAN. 5, 1998 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Brett Bacci (kiddylitter@aol.com) 847/459-3906 
Charity 	Sandy Vernon (vern693@aol.com) 847/634-6402 
Communications 	Rob Scholl (robsaa@aol.com ) 847/398-6357 
Membership 	Dona Tossing (spatek204@aol.com ) 847/516-6457 
Meeting Programs This could be YOU! 
Products 	Jim (Hook) Tossing (spatek204@aoLcom) 847/516-6457 
Public Relations 	John Eliasik 847/884-9313 
Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@aol.com ) 815/356-0023 
Safety 	Gary Wayman (Bikegar(astarnetinc.com) 847/459-3906 
Security 	Terry "Teacup" Pollick 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	Virgo (carlhender@aol.com) 847/459-3906 

CAUTION C,`ORNER 
By Traveler 

If you can't communicate on the highway, with 
other vehicles, you're going to get hurt. We com-
municate with turn signals, stop lights, hand ges-
tures, flashing headlights and, occasionally, voice. 
Riding together requires particularly specific com-
munication. Take this actual example from an 
anonymous rider. 

" I had been traveling 500+ miles across 
Oklahoma, on a narrow paved road, with my 
buddy. We were lost, hot, and exhausted. He sig-
naled with his left arm and I thought he wanted me 
to accelerate to his left side for a little chat about 
something. In fact, he was trying to warn me that 
the left side of the road narrowed and ended in a 
ditch. Not only did I fly into the ditch, I also caught 
my right boot on the frame and crushed my foot 
requiring a titanium pin in my foot." 

TIP: If you don't know standard motorcycle hand 
signals, learn them now, in the "off" season. Only 
use commonly recognized hand signals. When you 
use a hand signal, do so with vigor so there is no 
mistake about what you intend. Know your riding 
partner and his quirks, how he signals, and 
if he signals. 
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Oil Spots 
By Traveler 

Books. Assuming we have members who read, there 
is an interesting catalog called the 1999 Hostings 
Book Works catalog. It's a great research tool and has 
other motorcycle - related stuff like signs, patches, etc. 
Call 800 626-4231 to order one. 
Stats. How did riders vs cars do last year in the U.S.? 
Statistics show that, of 42,000 highway deaths (One 
small town), 2,099 were motorcycle fatalities, down 
from 2,160 in 1996. 72% of all motorcycle accidents 
last year were caused by automobile drivers. 
Interestingly, 5,300 pedestrians were killed in 1997. 
Now, shouldn't the helmet activists go after pedestri-
ans? 

No Fault. Watch out for this one... Senate Bill 
S.2454, the Auto Choice Act, would require all 
insured drivers / riders to file claims against their own 
insurance companies for losses even if they were not at 
fault. If 72% of all motorcycle accidents last year were 
caused by automobiles, and riders will have to file 
against their own insurance companies, betcha premi-
um rates will go higher than Evil Knievel on a hot day. 

Loners. Why ride alone? You can set your own pace. 
You don't have to wait on anyone. You can start and 
stop whenever you want. You don't worry about the 
abilities of anyone in front, or behind you. You're 
forced to stay focused. There are no politics nor com-
peting egos. You don't feel like another sheep in the 
herd, blindly following the leader. Why ride in 
groups? Camaraderie! 

Rippin' Rides. Men's Journal,  October 1998 issue, 
identified five routes as Fall's Best Rides. They are: 1.) 
Highway 1, 226 miles from San Luis Obispo, CA to 
San Francisco, CA. 2.) Oregon Coast, Highways 101 
and 38, 162 miles, from Brookings, OR to Drain, 
OR. 3.) Pikes Peak, Colorado Springs, CO, 19 miles 
of "white knuckle" riding up the mountain and 19 
miles of " highly puckered" riding down. 4.) Desert 
Run, 130 miles of Route 64 from Dulce, NM to Taos, 
NM. 5.) Chef's Run, 260 miles from Ashville, NC to 
Roanoak, VA along the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Been Had? Settlements have been proposed in the 
s. class action suites against the manufacturers of Slick 

50 oil treatment and Splitfire sparkplugs for failing to 
prove advertising claims. This means, as a purchaser 

• of these products for personal use, you may be eligible 
for financial redress upon settlement. If you want to 
research it, contact Splitfire Settlement Administrator, 
P.O. Box 1264, Wheeling, IL 60090-9998 for the 
Splitfire claim or, the District Court for the 68th 
Judicial District of Texas, Dallas, TX, @800 315-
5521, for the Slick 50 claim. For detailed accounts on 
both cases check the internet, www.ftc.gov, and enter 
appropriate search words, i.e. Quaker State, Slick 50, 
Splitfire. 

• 

Rain - X. Neat stuff for glass but be advised, some 
riders are complaining about its performance on 
windscreens and helmet visors. Seems they claim it 
destroys the scratch - resistant coating. 

Jump Starts. "Bump" starts are safer than jump starts 
for a bike with a dead / weak battery. (Bump starts are 
pushing the bike, jumping on, and slamming it into 
2d gear to start it.) When jump starting from a car 
battery, automobile alternators can cause voltage 
"spikes" that are too much for your ignition and 
charging system to absorb. If you do jump start from 
a car, keep the car engine OFF 

Tight Corners. Many times this past season we have 
had to make very slow, tight turns. It happens when 
we do a U-turn on a highway, or turning around in a 
gas station or in a driveway. It is obvious that not 
everyone is proficient at this type of maneuver. Next 
time you have to do a slow, tight turn, try putting your 
weight on the foot peg or floor board that is on the 
outside of the turn, or opposite the direction you're 
turning in. Pushing down hard on that outside peg 
will also help as it causes a weight shift that will make 
you more stable at very slow speeds. 
Countdown. Good news! It seems that our riding 
season has started around 1 April the last few years. 
That means that, by the time you read this, we should 
only have about 91 days until the riding season or 63 
days if you're going to Daytona for Bike Week. 

Corrosion. Beware of corrosion of chrome and alu-
minum parts this time of year. A check with the 
Highway Department revealed that, as we know, 
Chicago uses a LOT of salt to de ice the roads. The 
salt has an "accelerator" that keeps it active when it 
gets wet. Apparently, this accelerator is so corrosive 
that it can eat the bed out of a dump truck in one win-
ter. It takes a few rainy days to wash the residue of this 
stuff of the roads. Reason enough to avoid wet roads 
in the winter? 

Happy Holidays. My personal and sincerest best 
wishes to everyone for the Holiday season and a 
very grateful thanx for the help, advice, assistance, 
encouragement, ideas, and fun, that I've received 
from everyone, even foreign bike riders.--Traveler 
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Sandy Clause? 
By Traveler 

What if Santa were a she? I hate to be the one to 
break the sacred myth but, I think Santa might 
really be a woman. Think about it. Christmas is a 
big, organized, warm, fuzzy, nurturing, social deal 
and, I have a tough time believing that a guy could 
pull that off. 

First, the majority of guys I know don't even think 
about gifts until Christmas Eve. It's as if they're 
frozen in some time warp until 3:00 PM on 
December 24th. Then...with amazing calm, they 
call other errant men and plan a last minute shop-
ping trip and a beer. 

Once at the mall, they're usually surprised to find 
only Ronco or Nike products, socket sets, and 
mood rings left on the shelves. Do you think this 
would send guys into a panic of guilt? Of course 
not...it becomes an enormous relief not to have so 
many gift options to choose from. 

In fact, if Santa really were a guy, everyone in the 
entire universe would wake up Christmas morning 
to find their very own rotating, musical, Chia Pet 
under the tree, unwrapped and still in the shopping 
bag. 

Another thing that points to Sandy vs Santa is his 
/ her mobility with that sled and everything. I 
don't buy this reindeer thing. If he was a guy, 
those reindeer would all be dead, gutted and and 
strapped to the rear bumper of the sleigh amid des-
perate claims that buck season had been extended. 
Blitzen's rack would already be at the taxider-
mist's. 

Even if Santa did have reindeer, he'd still have 
transportation problems. I'll bet he'd get lost and 
refuse to stop and ask for directions. 

Add to this the intrinsic, "Bob Villa" nature of a 
guy and there would be inevitable delays due to 
inspections of the chimney bricks and the flue on 
the way down, searching for carbon monoxide 
fumes in every house with a gas fireplace, and tak-
ing the time to make sure every Christmas tree was 
perfectly upright. 
Elves I can believe for Sandy Clause but not for a 
guy. If Santa was a guy, there wouldn't be any 
elves. Don't you think that he'd have Hooter girls 
in hot pants instead? 

If we look real close at this Santa character, we'd 
realize that; men can't pack a bag, men would not 

be caught dead in a red velvet suit, men don't 
answer mail, no man would allow his physique to 
be described as a "bowl full of jelly", men aren't 
interested in stockings unless there are female legs 
in them and, yelling Ho, Ho, Ho, would seriously 
inhibit there ability to pick up women! 

I suppose, as long as we have peace on earth and 
goodwill towards men, a strong faith, and Nat 
King Cole singing The Christmas Song,  it doesn't 
really matter what gender Santa is. I just wish 
she'd stop dressing like a guy. 
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Effikey's Trikey's Sewing O 

Custom Sewing 
Patches, Zippers 6 Wimps 

Custom Body jewelry 

Mikey 	347-358-3167 O 

PHASE ONE 
PRINTING CORPORATION 

ACHE 

BARRY T. HULDEN 
PRESIDENT 
815.356.7598 
FAX: 815.356.0019 
MODEM: 815.356.0029 

54 LOU AVENUE • CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 60014 

INA 

Chicago Toys For Tots  

hubby John, endured the drenching with only a thin, 
see - thru poncho, while John put on the only helmet 
they had to stay dry. 

But, the real "stud" of the group was Jim "Hook" 
Tossing. The rain didn't bother Hook. The fact that he 
had no windscreen didn't bother him either. His soak-
ing wet Santa hat and fogged up goggles had no effect 
on him. No chaps, no rain suit, nothing but jeans and 
a jacket, had nothing to do with his lips turning blue. 
You know, there IS a fine line between machismo and 
stupido. 

Misery tends to get chased away by the noise of a thou-
sand motorcycles starting up and rolling out. The ride 
was long, wet, a wee bit treacherous, and had all the 
fun of a major parade. The streets were blocked off by 
cops and the ride went along at a decent, parade - like 
pace. Crowds ignored the rain to stand along streets, 
sit in mini vans, hang out of windows, to wave and hold 
up signs reading "Thank You Bikers." 

As large as this group was, you're bound to ride near 
someone who just doesn't have the skills to ride a 
motorcycle and wave to a crowd at the same time. It 
seemed that they must have all formed a club (Sons of 
Incompetence?) and decided to surround us. We saw 
one rider, laying in a pool of splintered plastic, drip-
ping in embarrassment, who went down from hitting 
the bike in front of him. The rider was OK and the bike 
was only a Kawasaki. It looked in its natural state lay-
ing on the ground anyway. 

Having finished the ride, we headed home with some 
resemblance to a group, drenched, cold, and tired. 
Every now and then you could hear someone mumble 
something about not liking kids that much anyway and 
sending in a check next year instead. But you know 
where my bet would be? These same riders will be 
there again next year regardless of the weather. 

Page 5 



Activities  
Here's wha's liappinin'•January '99 

1- 31 January 

5 January 

15 January 

Art of the Motorcycle, 
Field Museum 
Top Cats Meeting. 6:30 PM, 
O'Traina's, Wauconda. 
ROAR deadline 

acznil MeetEnz_ 

Attendees included; Ric Case, George Lax, Jim 
Irvine, Vince O'Leary, Sandy Vernon, and Rob 
Mann. 

New Members. David Polte, Brandon Ryder, 
and Ken Glassman were approved for member-
ship. 

Membership Cards. New membership cards 
were approved. The Board agreed to fund 250 
new cards with the original logo and script. 

1999 Activities. Ric Case will coordinate an off -
site Board meeting this month to review the '99 
Activities Schedule and other issues. 

General Membership Meeting 12/01/98 
New Members. David Polte, Brandon 
Ryder, and Ken Glassman attend- 
ed the meeting and submitted 
their applications for member-
ship. 
Fall Charity Ride (FCR). Ric 
Case presented a plaque to Mr. 
Vacheal Pennybaker of Sears for 
their generous, Platinum- level 	4 
donation to our Fall Charity Ride. A plaque 
was also presented to Carl Hart in recogni-
tion of his Gold - level donation. Ric Case 
will visit Wallner's Olsmobile to present an 
appreciatory plaque for their support of the event. 
Annual Picnic. A framed picture was presented to 
Tom and Cindy Eisman for their generosity and 
hospitality in presenting and hosting our 1999 
Annual Picnic. 
DUES. Jim Irvine reminded everyone that dues 
for 1999 are payable now. Anyone who is in 
arrears will be shot. 
Sturgis '99. Bard Boand reminded everyone that 
Sturgis '99 is 9 - 15 August. Reservations can be 
made as a Top Cat, at the Alex Johnson Hotel in 
Rapid City, SD (800) 888-ALEX. Ask for Nancy 
Cooper. Rooms are $150.00 single, $175.00 dou-
ble with a five day minimum. Bard and Terry 
Kumro are departing for Sturgis early. Current 
plan is for their early group to leave from the Egg 
Harbor Restaurant in Barrington on 4 August. 
Little Sturgis. Dates this year are 18 - 20 June 99. 
Bard is searching for a new hotel for the '99 event. 
Last year's had too much testosterone in the bar. 
York '99. Ric is planning a ride to York, PA in 
1999, during 18 - 26 September. Details to follow. 

Progressive Dinner. Windy Krepel has jumped in 
to coordinate the '99 Progressive Dinner. Jim is 
going to Road Captain. This will be one of those 
"DON'T MISS" events. 
What Color is Your Brain. Sheila Glazov gave 
her famous presentation on personal interaction. 
This year's presentation had a focus on sales and 
marketing, and reducing Holiday stress. 
Door County. Jordy and Sheila Glazov talked 
about the ride to Door County next year. Plans are to 
make this an overnight ride. 
50/50. Carl Hart donated the $82.00 he won to the 
General Fund. 
NEXT MEETING!! Our next meeting will be 5 
January at 6:30 PM. Note the early start time. This 
is to facilitate our guest speaker whose road name is 
"Jungle Jim" Don't miss this one. 
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I Feel Good da da da da da da... 
	

Biker Culture. 
By Traveler 

Some things you do just make you feel good. 
That's my sense of how the Top Cats' Three 
Musketeer's felt after riding in the First Annual 
Coats for the Homeless ride on November 29th. We 
were to meet at 8:00 AM at Dunkin Doughnuts on 
Dundee to head into Chicago for this ride. No entry 
fee, just bring a coat for the homeless. 

The morning was a bit chilly and the night 
temperatures caused the roads to be saturated with 
dew. You know, just wet enough to be slippery but 
not wet enough to wash away the road oil. 

I pulled into Dunkin D's surprised to see 
another bike, thinking I was early. It was a real sur-
prise when I saw Virgo and his newly - repaired bag-
ger. In fact, it was worth the early rise, cold, and 
slick roads to see Virgo on his scooter again. 

Over a cup of coffee, the two of us wondered 
where everyone was. Maybe we had the wrong 
place? Then, in pulls Ric and now the three of us 
wondered where everyone was. 

After waiting for awhile,the three 
Musketeer's headed down the highway to do this 
ride. I thought it was a toy run and didn't bring a 
coat but good ol' Virgo saved the day...he brought 
two. 

Arriving at The Billy Goat Tavern, it wasn't 
long before the ride started. Unfortunately, there 
were only about 297 other bikes that showed up. 

The highlight of this ride was twofold. First, 
it was so cool to ride through downtown Chicago on 
a busy shopping day with the cops blocking every 
intersection. 

Second, as we rolled up to the Salvation 
Army and filled their bins with coats, some of which 
were in better condition than the ones the donor was 
wearing, you couldn't help but feel good about your-
self, your buddies, and your fellow bikers. 

On the way home afterwards, I thought I 
heard all three Musketeer's singing in unison "I feel 
good, so good...." 

If Bikers ruled the world: 
* Garbage would take itself out. 
* You'd get beer biceps instead of beer bellies. 
* Instead of expensive wedding rings, you could use a 

big giant foam hand that said "You're #1!. 
* If you saw your own shadow on Ground Hog day, 

you'd get the day off to go and drink. 
* Regis and Kathy Lee would be chained to a cement 

truck and pushed off a cliff in Sturgis. 
* The victors in any athletic competition would get to 

kill and eat the losers. 
* The only show allowed to air opposite Monday 

Night Football would be Monday Night Football 
from a different camera angle. 

* It would be legal to steal any luxury car as long as 
you returned it the next day with a full tank of gas. 

* Every biker would get four Get Out Of Jail Free 
cards every time you renew your MC license. 

* Every wise crack you gave to a cop who is ticketing 
you would get you a reduced fine. As in: 
Cop: "You know how fast you were going?" 
Biker: "All I know man, is I was spilling my beer 
all over the place!" 
Cop: "Nice one. That's $10 off. 

* Daisy Duke shorts would always be in style. 
* Lifeguards could remove people from the beach for 

ugliness. 
* It would be considered harmless fun to gather 30 

friends, ride into the small village from which you 
just got a speeding ticket, and pillage it. 

* "Sorry I'm late but I really got wasted last night." 
would be an acceptable excuse at work.. 

* The funniest person at work gets to be the boss. 
* Birth control would come in ale or lager. 
* When your spouse really needed to talk to you 

during the game, she'd appear in a little box in the 
corner of the TV screen during a time out. 

* The tradition of sending greeting cards would 
be illegal. 

* Nodding your head and looking at your watch 
would be an acceptable response to "I love you." 

* Silence would be an acceptable response to "Honey, 
do I look fat in this?" 

* There would be no mini vans, grooved pavement, 
steel bridges, speed limits, health food or helmet laws. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 
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